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Foreword

In August 2019 our Association of European Open Air Museums met for
discussions and inspiring days in Poland. As always these biannual gather-
ings of colleagues from open air museums around Europe attracted many
participants. We visited interesting museums and other sites and the in-
spiration from the wonderful and hard work of our Polish colleagues was
a great inspiration. We are all very greatful to Jarostaw Gateza and all others
who made this possible.

The open air museums in Europe has developed in to a specific branch in
the museum family. The special challenges and potential in open air muse-
ums has become increasingly acknowledged during the last few decades.
That more than anything else makes it important that the colleagues con-
tinue to inspire eachother and also develops new ideas. | am especially happy that we see a growing
number of open air museums participating in transnational projects and enhance the posibilities made
possible by the European Union. In an evermore integrated Europe it is only natural to find European
solutions.

Henrik Zipsane
President of Association of European Open Air Museums
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Basic information
about the museums -
hosts

Upper Silesian Ethnographic
Park in Chorzéow

The Museum "Upper Silesian Ethnographic Park
in Chorzéw" is an extraordinary place. In the close
vicinity of the Silesian Stadium and in the centre
of the Upper Silesian agglomeration, there are sev-
eral acres of greenery which allow you to breathe
freely, slow down and touch the nature - quite lit-
erally. And that is why - first of all - our museum is
a really unique meeting place.

On an exhibition area of almost 33 hectares, there
are more than 70 historic buildings from the 1670s
to the 1940s, and from the area of Upper Silesia
and Dabrowa Basin. You will find here, among oth-
ers, thatched cottages, charming granaries, wood-
en churches and many old appliances and objects
used by our grandmothers and grandfathers. All
this together creates a space in which the natural
order - as found here - evokes nostalgia for by-
gone times and allows you to distance yourselves
from the real world that is rushing by.

Opole Village Museum
in Opole

Among many research and scientific centres and
cultural institution, which are dealing with docu-
menting and popularizing cultural heritage of this
region, one of most important places is the Opole
Village Muzeum in Opole, founded in 1961 and
since 1970 open for visitors. As a main aim the Mu-
seum established "..collection, preservation, scien-
tific development and sharing monuments of folk
culture with society.”

Because of the specific nature of the institution,
special emphasis was laid on - open air exhibi-
tions presenting residential, economic, sacral and
industrial constructions. Currently, exposition con-
sists of 49 buildings preserved in folk, distinctive
style. The main part constitutes monuments from
XVIII and XIX centuries. The oldest building - the
church - was created in 1613. Almost all rebuilt
objects are decorated and furnished with original
appliances, tools and equipment - it reflects the
cultural diversity of the Opole district.

The surroundings of the historic buildings are
developed in accordance with historical relatives
by the reconstruction of gardens and fields, exhi-
bition of agricultural machinery or planting fruit
trees. To realize the obligation to explore and pop-
ularize folk culture of that region, the museum
undertakes a series of activities and projects, such
as: open air folklore meetings, ethnographic and
historical exhibitions, contests, museum lessons,
workshops, folk crafts and theatrical scenes.
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Milling and Agricultural
Museum in Osieczna

The Museum of Milling and Agriculture in Osiecz-
na was established in 2012 on the initiative of the
Jankowski family. Inside three historic windmills
from the 18th century, several thousand items are
presented on the permanent exhibition, which
arouse great interest among the visitors. Most of
the exhibits come from the home areas, i.e. the
areas of Southern Greater Poland. The museum
organises many events to popularize traditional
milling and the history of the region.

Museum of the First Piasts
at Lednica

Museum of the First Piasts at Lednica is a notable
spot on the tourist map of Poland and Europe and
the biggest cultural institution of the Marshal Of-
fice of the Wielkopolska Region. It consists of four
departments: the Early Piast Residence on Ostrow
Lednicki (Lednica Holm), the Wielkopolska Ethno-
graphic Park in Dziekanowice, the Archaeological
Reserve Early Piast Stronghold in Giecz and the
Archaeological Reserve Stronghold in Grzybowo.
The Museum takes care also of the relics of strong-
hold on Ostréw Radzimski (Radzim Holm) on the
Warta river as well as of many ethnographic points
located around Lake Lednica and one in Rogi-
erowko.

The Museum boasts some 50 000 archaeological,
ethnographic, artistic and historic objects. It is
also an active research centre - the archaeologi-
cal sites in Giecz, Grzybowo, Lednica and Radzim

Holms are explored, artifacts and other materials
are gathered and analyzed, ethnographic objects
of architecture are translocated. Collection of
the museum includes historic and contemporary
works of folk art and craft. Apart from materials
connected with exhibitions, education and pro-
motion, the museum issues scientific publications
available in two series: the Lednica Studies and the
Lednica Studies Library.

Archaeological Museum
in Biskupin

Biskupin is an archaeological site that also serves
as an open air museum where you can see life-size
reconstructions of the hunter-gatherer Stone Age
settlement from 12 thousand years ago, the first
farmers’ settlement from 6 thousand years ago,
a fortified Lusatian culture colony from 2.7 thou-
sand years ago, and an early medieval community
from the times of the first Piast dukes.

The Museum carries out a rich educational pro-
gramme that features exhibitions, ancient crafts
presentations and archaeological festivals. Annual-
ly, the museum in Biskupin attracts 170-220 thou-
sand visitors and this places it as the unquestioned
leader among archaeological museums in Poland.
In 1994, the museum and reserve were recognized
by the president of the Polish Republic, as a His-
toric Monument, and its area has been entered
into the national register of ancient objects. In
2006, the Archaeological Museum in Biskupin was
awarded the Europa Nostra medal, from the Euro-
pean Union Federation for Cultural Heritage, for its
protection of cultural heritage.
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Archaeological Museum in Biskupin
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Museum of the First Piasts at Lednica Warszawa

Milling and Agricultural
Museum in Osieczna

Opole Village Museum in Opole
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